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Honors English III Course Syllabus

Vicki Vest 






Central High School – 2013-2014
Dear Student and Parents/Guardian,

Welcome to Junior English! I look forward to a new school year full of challenges and meaningful growth for students in the area of communication. I believe that this class is about a set of essential life skills: analytical and creative thinking, working in teams and independently, and communicating effectively in a variety of arenas. English III is still about reading, writing, and speaking, but the bigger picture is so much more! Education in general is really about training your brain to function effectively and enriching your life’s experiences. There is a reward for the work, if you will just jump in and do it.

If we commit to work together, we will have a positive, encouraging learning environment where you can have a meaningful experience. (It might even be fun. [image: image3.png]


) 

For additional information about the State’s curriculum, school calendar, etc., see www.state.tn.us/education, www.mcminn.k12.tn.us, & www.mcminncentralhigh.com.

Please feel free to discuss any concerns you may have about my class or school in general. I believe my job is one of the most important ones that exists—I am a helper, a facilitator of learning for the future leaders of our community! The following are ways you can contact me at school:


Voicemail extension: 
439


Planning period:
1st (9:20 – 9:10)

Email:
vvest@mcminnschools.com


Please sign this letter to let me know you were able to review the class syllabus,(on the school website, on Edmodo.com, or a hard copy upon request) and also that you will contract with me to do what you can to make this a productive year!

Thank you,

Mrs. Vicki Vest

_______________________________ 
_________________________________

(Print Student Name) 



(Student Signature)

_______________________________ 
_________________________________ 

(Student phone)
 



(Student email)

_______________________________ 
_________________________________

(Print Guardian Name) 



(Guardian Signature)

_______________________________ 
_________________________________

(Guardian phone) 




(Guardian email)
Honors English III Course Syllabus
Central High School 2013 - 2014
Vicki Vest

vvest@mcminnschools.com; vickivestenglishclass.weebly.com; CHS ext. 439; Planning: t.b.a.
Course Description

This course will follow the areas of study delineated by the Tennessee English Language Arts Curriculum Framework, covering: 

Standard 1 – Language

Standard 2 - Communication
Standard 3 –Writing

Standard 4 – Research

Standard 5 – Logic

Standard 6 - Informational Text

Standard 7 – Media

Standard 8 –Literature

And

Common Core English Language Arts Standards:

Reading Literature

Reading Informational Text

Writing

Speaking & Listening

English III has a focus on American Literature and Informational Texts. This year there will be a blended S.P.I. focus (from the 8 Strands of the Tennessee Curriculum) and Common Core focus due to the End of Course Exam (EOC) being a mix of both. The EOC will count 25% of the second semester grade, according to the State Board of Education. An advanced level of scholarship in research, writing, analysis, and communication skills will be expected in this honors course. Particular attention will be given to essay writing (Argumentative, Informational, and Narrative) in preparation for the TCAP Writing Assessment, which will count as a test grade. 
Instructional Philosophy

Instruction for this course will comply with the philosophy presented in the mission statement of Central High School of McMinn, which states that we are “to develop lifelong learners through challenging expectations and to address the needs of all students, while promoting civic and social responsibility.” In accordance with this view, instruction will emphasize personal learning in a challenging environment, while varying instructional methods will address the various modalities of learning. Class projects will provide opportunities for scholarship, creativity, family and community connections, a synthesis of learning, teamwork, and individual accountability.

Course Goals

· To teach the objectives as mandated by the Tennessee framework

· To facilitate learning by using a variety of teaching strategies

· To provide opportunities for students to express themselves in a variety of ways

· To provide opportunities for students to produce high quality work

· To assess students’ mastery of the concepts through various techniques

Grading Policy

Nine Weeks Grades

Daily Grades and Quizzes – count one time

Test Grades – count two times

Major Papers – count two times

Participation – counts one time

Semester Grades

Semester Exam – 20% 
EOC – 25%

Text books: 

· McDougal Littell’s  The Language of Literature 

· McDougal Littell’s Language Network

· Wordskills

· Novels, dependent upon time: (e.g., Scarlet Letter, Huckleberry Finn, etc.)
Major Course Projects and Assignments

Research Project

· Students will research a topic of their choice, design their research (including a written prospectus), write an MLA style research paper, and do an oral presentation to their class.

· Students will research authors to identify the relationships between their lives, writing styles, innovations, cultural influences, values, etc.

[State honors requirements 1, 2, 3, 4, 5]

Writing Portfolio

· Students will produce original works of poetry and prose, fiction and non-fiction.

· Students will write argumentative, informational, and narrative essays.

· Students will write literary analysis papers.

· Students will be given assessments in which essay and short answers are required 

[State honors requirements 2, 5, 7]

Extended Reading

· Students will choose extra reading assignments as per unit of study.

[State honors requirements 1, 4, 7]

Media Project

· Students in teams will explore a job or community group. Students will design their projects’ questions, manage their technology, resources, etc., and produce a media presentation (video, power point, etc.) for the class.

[State honors requirements 3, 4, 6, 8, 9] 

Assessment

Because students learn in a variety of ways, assessments should be differentiated throughout the year as well. Grades will come from student work, participation, projects, tests, and papers. 

Daily and quiz grades

These grades will come in a wide variety of formats, some of which are: quick knowledge checks, worksheets, study guides, participation in an incremental group activity, differentiated activities where students have chosen their own products, short answer assignments, essays (with a particular emphasis on essays in preparation for the TCAP writing assessment), reaction papers, literary analysis papers, individual projects (e.g., interviews with community members, creative writing assignments, etc.), group projects (e.g., planning a film version of a short story, a Lincoln-Douglas debate, creating thematic artwork, etc.), researching for projects and papers, and brief presentations. 

Test grades

Test grades will be assigned to projects that reflect upon a whole unit of study, standardized style tests over units of study or novels, essay tests, major papers, oral presentations, etc. At the end of each unit of study, a major test will be given which will be in the format of a standardized test, as part of our ongoing study skills preparation. A written portion will accompany this test to include essay answers which will address college readiness and the students’ ability to synthesize and evaluate. At the end of each semester, comprehensive tests will be given. Writing portfolios will be evaluated each six weeks for a test grade. This will include daily writing assignments as well as major papers in their ongoing revision process. Throughout the year some papers will be published, and those will be considered major papers (e.g., research paper, literary analysis paper, etc.). Presentations throughout the year that will be assigned a test grade will include the research presentation, group project presentations, individual presentation with accompanying visual aides (e.g., American author study presentations, community interview presentations, etc).

Keys to Success [image: image2.wmf]
Class Rules are designed to cover a multitude of situations and give you guidelines on how to have a good, productive school year. This class will follow all policies and rules provided in the C.H.S. Student Handbook.  My expectations for students are as follows:
Be Present

· Good attendance will help to ensure student success

· Students should not ask to leave the classroom. A handbook pass will be allowed only in emergency situations. No student will leave the classroom without their own handbook.

Be Prompt

· When the bell rings students should be:

1. In their assigned seat

2. Quiet

· Students not seated and/or still talking at the bell will receive a tardy

Be Prepared

Students must have the following every day: 

· their class notebook,

· textbook,

· white loose-leaf notebook paper,

· blue or black ink pen,

· No. 2 pencil, and

· any assignments due.

Be Polite

· Do not handle other people or their things

· The teacher’s instructional items are completely off limits to students: this includes (but is not limited to) the teacher’s desk and computer, white boards, T.V. etc. 

· Raise your hand and then wait to be called on when you need assistance or want to talk about lessons

· Be considerate of others in all remarks and actions (use appropriate language)

Be a Participant

· It is essential that students be actively involved in class!

· A student will become educated when he or she takes the initiative to learn!

Classroom Procedures

Classroom Web Accounts: Students are required to have an Edmodo account (for class resources, communications, blogging, and turning in assignments online,) and are encouraged to set up their Engrade account to track their grades. Parent engrade accounts allow grade tracking and messaging the teacher. 
Turning work in: There are baskets by the door for each class. Turn in all work in the basket for your class period (NOT on my desk!). 
Admits: Bring your admit to me when I call your name during roll call.
Make-up work: Ask for it! It is your responsibility. Do not expect to make up tests, etc. during class, or then you will have other work to make up. Arrange to make up things at 8am, during homeroom, or after school.

Food and drinks: No food will be allowed in the classroom because we have a problem with pests already.  No drinks are allowed, with one exception: if you have bottled water that is OK! 

Cell Phones: Students may use their phones when directed, only for instructional purposes.
Mobility: If I am teaching, do not be up wandering around: sharpening pencils, throwing away trash, etc. When instruction is over you are free to move around if it is necessary.

Consequences

When behaviors arise that cause roadblocks to learning, there are consequences that will follow. Minor occurrences that take place will have the following consequences:

1) Warning

2)  Separation/In-class Consequence

3)  Office Referral

Serious classroom disruptions will be automatically referred to the office.
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